We also have about 40% of the world's capacity to produce nature-based products, which are essential to guarantee food, water and energy security, pollinating services, climate regulation, as well as non-material services such as cultural continuity, spiritual and aesthetic. Considering only the terrestrial part of the continent, the value of these ecosystem services is estimated at US $ 24.3 trillion, the equivalent of the GDP of all countries of the region.
However, both biodiversity and the ecosystem services that depend on it, are under tremendous pressure. At least 65% of services are declining, while 21% are declining very fast. About ¼ of the 14,000 species of well-known taxonomic groups are at risk of extinction, to a greater or lesser degree, in terrestrial, fresh water and marine environments.
Among the endemic species the threat of extinction can reach 40%, in the case of the Caribbean species. On the continent as a whole, these losses are already affecting the ecosystem services associated with the provision and protection of water resources, as well as those associated with food production, including subsistence crops.
By 2005, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment had already ignited the yellow light on the health of the planet's ecosystems. Unfortunately this warning has not been taken into account, and in the last two decades, since the end of the 20 th century, the problems only worsened. Population growth, migration, climate change, economic growth model and the fragility of environmental governance are the main indirect anthropogenic factors that impact biodiversity and ecosystem services on the continent. The region's GDP has grown six times since 1960, which has meant an improvement in the quality of life of millions of inhabitants in the region, but unfortunately, due to the predatory model of economic growth, it also represented a disproportionate increase in the conversion and fragmentation of habitats, generally for unsustainable production of export commodities such as soybeans and meat.
In the Americas we find a diversity of governance models of biodiversity and ecosystem services, embedded in a myriad of socioeconomic and cultural realities. Many of them aim to reduce the pressures of environmental degradation factors. But for the most part environmental policy is subordinated to short-term economic policies, lacking the necessary integration for the implementation of a model of sustainable development that guarantees an improvement in life quality without the predatory exploitation of biodiversity and ecosystem services. Short term plans to reduce inequity, for example, often compromise resources from the next generations.
